Transposon Tn951 (TnLac) is defective and related to Tn3.
Tn951 is flanked by two perfect inverted repeats of 41 bp which include the 38 bp sequence of the IR of Tn3. Tn951 also contains the last 100 bp of the tnpA gene but with at least two mutations. However, beyond nucleotide 137 the sequences diverge and hybridization experiments show that Tn951 lacks at least the first two thirds of the tnpA gene. In agreement with these observations Tn951 does not transpose by itself at a detectable frequency but can be complemented by the tnpA gene of Tn801 or Tn3. Tn501, Tn1721 and gamma delta do not complement Tn951 transposition. Transposition of Tn951 duplicates 5 bp of target DNA sequence.